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THE FATHER . WHO IS HE?
by Luigi Zoja, Ph.D. 
It is a commonplace to say that the last part of the XX Century has seen a retreat of the father. But when did this retreat start? To many, father and patriarchy still seemed invincible one century ago. But a deeper psycho-historical analysis suggests that the father is something recent, fragile and relative. Unlike the mother, he is mostly a cultural construction. We shall discuss his pre-historical origin. His best days came with Western classical antiquity, whose myths celebrate him, but at the same time unconsciously try to compensate his precarious condition.
All major events of the last two Centuries are connected with a crisis of the father. The American and French Revolution against the Kings. The Industrial Revolution, which transforms the patriarch into a chain-worker. The two World Wars and the Vietnam War, which transform young fathers into veterans. And the defeat of the Terrible Fathers (= the dictators of the XX Century). That historical and symbolic gradual demise reaches us through the collective unconscious. The scaring amount of fathers separated from their children in every corner of the Western world shouldn't therefore be seen as a sum of individual cases. It is the last manifestation of a century-old phenomenon, and we should discuss it accordingly.
The topic of the workshop will be re-visited, dwelling on three classical characters: Hector of the Iliad; Ulysses of the Odyssey; and Aeneas of the Aeneid. The ambivalence between father and competitive male - anticipated in the lecture -will be analyzed and discussed in terms of present-day problems.
A series of slides will show images of fathers, in different places and times. They represent many graduations, from authoritarian to soft, and should also offer opportunity for discussion.
About the speaker: 
Luigi Zoja  Ph.D is a Training Analyst of C.G. Jung Institut - Zurich and is a Past President of both CIPA (Centro Italiano di Psicologia Analitica) and the IAAP (International Association of Analytical Psychology) as well as the IAAP’s current Chair of the International Ethics Committee. He has taught in the School of Psychiatry, the State University of Palermo, the C.G. Jung Institut, Zurich, and practiced in Zurich, New York and currently in Milan. He is the author of papers and books published in Italian, English, German, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Greek, Russian, Polish, Czech, Lithuanian and Slovenian. His books in English are: Drugs, Addiction and Initiation, (1st ed. Sigo Press, Boston 1989, 2nd ed. Daimon, Einsiedeln, 2000); Growth and Guilt, Routledge, London and New York 1995; The Father, Routledge, 2001; The Global Nightmare. Jungian Perspectives on September 11,(ed.) Daimon, Einsiedeln 2002.
Date
:
SATURDAY 21TH May 2005
Time
:
9:00 am – 1:00 p.m.
Venue
:
University of Hong Kong, Robert Black College.
Fee
:
HK$500


HK$400 (for HKIAP member)
For Enquiry
:
Phone: 2881-8860; Email: psychology@connexion.com.hk



Website: www.connexion.com.hk

*CMP points are pending

Registration Form: The Father. Who is he?
Name: _____________________________________(English) __________________________________(Chinese)
Tel:
_______________(Day) ________________(Night) E-mail:_______________________________________

Organization:____________________________Occupation:___________________________________________
Correspondence address: _______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Make check payable to: Connexion Psychological Practice and mail with the application form to:

Suite 1703, Island Beverley, 1 Great George Street, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong 
Note: Light refreshments will be served during the break.
